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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE LAUNCHES OHIO SENSITIVE CROP REGISTRY
New tool will provide method for applicators and growers to communicate effectively

REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (Mar. 3, 2014) — The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) is now accepting registration
requests for the Ohio Sensitive Crop Registry (OSCR), a voluntary informational tool designed to provide
stakeholders with an effective way to communicate and protect sensitive crops and apiaries.

Designed by staff in ODA’s Plant Health division, OSCR allows registered users to outline their sensitive locations
on maps, allowing pesticide applicators to search the maps and locate these areas. The registry is for pesticide-
sensitive crops, as well as organic crops and apiaries that meet the registration requirements.

“This is an exciting development for our state’s applicators and producers, as OSCR will help bring these parties
together to more effectively communicate about their needs” said Ohio Department of Agriculture Director
David Daniels. “Those working in agriculture are always on the cutting edge of innovative ways to implement
new technology into their everyday practices and we feel OSCR is another great tool to be used by Ohio
businesses.”

Users who wish to voluntarily submit their locations to the registry will need to create an account, as will those
who want to search the registry. Potential users should note that there are registration eligibility guidelines such
as a minimum acreage requirement. Pesticide applicators can also create an account and search the registry for
sensitive locations around the areas they intend to spray. Maps of these areas, as well as lists of location and
producer details, can be downloaded by applicators and used to plan spraying schedules and routes.

“We know the benefits a tool like this can bring to producers and applicators in the state, which is why our staff
has worked hard to develop OSCR. The intricacies of the registry reflect that hard work,” said Matt Beal, Chief of
ODA’s Division of Plant Health. “The intent of OSCR is to create an easy, accurate, and secure method for
applicators to learn of sensitive locations, and to communicate with producers. We are very excited to launch
this registry and see users start utilizing it in the days to come.”

The Ohio Sensitive Crop Registry can be accessed at http://www.agri.ohio.gov/scr/.
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